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Designing a Future for Rwemde

Residents share
ideas for hamlet

By Hebecca Conper

More than 100 residents ook part
iy the Riverside design workshop
at the Phillips Avenwe School this
week, giving  the Southampton
Town Planning Department their
recommendations  for what  the
community needs in a proposed
haumber center along Route 24,

Flanning Director Jelf Murphoee
began the workshop on Monday
evening, heralding the moently
completed Flandees/ Northampion/!
ftiverside Hamlet Study as the impe-
tus for the workshop,

"One lssue that we got consonsus
o through that study was that this
commiinity needs a hamlet center,”
hie said, “"MNow we want 0 know
what you want to see there” The
workshop was a three-day event
including public comment Monday
night, planning and design with
public input all day Tuesday, and
an announcement of preliminary
plans on Wednesday night,

The proppsed hamlet center would
be located at the site of the ald drive-
in movie theater off Route 24 in
Riverside, a property cumently owned
by developer Bruce Bammet. Mr
Barneet B originally applied 1o the
Southampion Town Planning Board
to put a light industrial park on the
slte, but has since agreed to allof pirt
of the propery for a hamlet center
gs part of & wavn-creaned mixed use
planned development district,

The cwner of an adjacent residen-
tial property, Tom MceCarthy, has
also expressed interest in making
his property part of the new zone,
Mr. Murphree szid. The planner
also pointed out that the proposed
center would be across Route 24
from a proposed hotel!conference
center on the Peconic River,

Ermie Hutton of Hutton Associales,
the consulting firm conducting the
desizn workshop for the own, then
bricily educated the public about
the site and its possibilities.

“We have severml  opportuni-
ties,” he said, listing upgrading the
Bowte 24 corridor, Improving the
surrounding  residential - Booes,
ancd creating @ possible link o the
Peconic River, A high priority, he
gpicd, is considering expanded nses
for the drive-in movie site beyvond
those permitted by its current Llight
industrial somiog,

Besidents then broke up into
four groups to discuss what they
wistled like to see in a hamlet center,
Kepresentatives from the planning
department asked them o envision
their hamlet in 10 years, and think
what they voould hope to see

Community  members  listed
everything from cafes to supenmar-
ketsefrom banks to movie theaters
but no one mentioned industrial
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Bryan MoGowin and Janlce DFAngcla of l:hr Southarmpton Tawn F'IEhr'llﬂg
Departmeient listen to Riverside residents’ suggestions for a new hambed center at

a workshaop on Monday night at the Phillips Avenue Scibesl.

uses a8 a priovity for the site.

It like 10 see a0 boolesvaed Ly
af spene, with grass amd trees in
the: center isliond and pack hepches
along the edge,” one woman siid.

Most residents agreed theydd like
to see the “hamlet green” conoepl

Residents favored a
park-like setting
for a hamlet center
at the old drive-in
movire theater site.
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applicd o pact of the center, =0 thai
it weats o atbrctive destination.

“I'm thinking of -something nice,
whiere vou could sic down on oo
Sunday with a picnic and sten o
e sinds pawltrer” said Flanders resi-
dent and Bayvicw Pines Associalion
Pregident Carl lacone,

Flanders resident Tom Weber also
suggested a nursery for the neigh-
borhood, "You put that b there,
and ther its a Lot easier to o ool
and get some (oeythia or some-
thing to make your vard look nicer,”
he said, pointing out that i eould
help improve the aesthetics of some
of the homes in the anes,

"We just don't want to see it liok-
ing like a Centercach strip mall,”
one worman saicd, “We're ar the l'!l:!|.‘,f!
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of the pine barrens, We dome wiand
all blackiop and concrete”

Many residents alzo browght wup
thae area’s ongoing hattle to be given
thcir own wip eode angd post office,
something which many view as key
o establishing o commnity identi-
v Thatwould Biterally pot Flanders
Morthamypion and Hiverside on the
map,” said Northampion resident
Chris Shaeldon,

Hesbdents also held  lively  dis-
cussion over whal should be the
anchor of the bamlet center, Many
residenis sabd they hoped for a goo-
cory store, but Mr Blutton told cne
prowps that the developer had thus
fur been unsuccessiul in soliciting
thae laeper feanchises. " They scem o
be concerned about the compet
picn (e athor large sicres in the
area,” he said.

"Well, then mayhe a bank can
b the anchon” Mr, Iacone said, 71
comn't have o' erysial ball 1o say thi
|,|q=|i||i£|:'l:.' woeatled el b, B wer need
an ancher in therne o hringothes
Thusinesses in”

Other suggestions included mecdi-
=l or dental offices, an aflordatale
alary care center, o dinner theater, an
b cream shop or other small, non-
[rineiise husiwuesses [0 nerease [Aax
ratablios.

Adter 1;|k_i||z1 all ghese hll;.:;.{-!:riﬂﬂllu
into account, the planning (cam
spent Tuesday in porable class-
rooms behind the school hashing
Ll [;.Luu:;; [ [¥] |_:-|1,,-1-:_.:'|!| I Lhiae |_'|-IJI:I||-!"
o Wednesday., The Wednesday
night meeting had not yet been held
Pl press e,



