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Flashback to the sixties
River Club seeks OK to build out 1968 subdivision

By Tim Gannon

RIVERHEAD —A new Foning
Board of Appeals member was ap
previmicd Mooy, and wiall i
Iv be cast inte the fire tonight, Tl
dav, nz the FRBA hears gix coges in-
\--.‘:l'.'il'lg the contraversial Biver Club
propenty off Riverside Dinve

The River Club owners are asking
the ZEA o decide iF an vndeveloped
L35%-lot subdivision approved in 1968,
cubled Biverview Eslates, is =till valid.
The town building department [ast
visur senl the applicants a letter pro-
claiming it 15 not. and that decision is
bBeing challenged.

Town  officials have argued o
vears that the 198 subdivizion ap-
|:-|-:l".'.:: i= na Jl:-l'lt_u l.'.:||iL| |_'||,,“||_|m, ||1;.
[rreperly swners Taided e make any
improvemnents on i The property has
been uproned twice Trome the #0H-
stpuare-Toot minimum lot siee allowed
in 1965 Lo quarker-acre minimm (o
the twosacre minmmem Dol siee pe-
4|1Ii|-:_:-::| ke |1|.:1.-.".-'|:-|1'ir|gm_|-:_1p||::_| (HES |
Fer prarsuEmng e this lown's GO -
hensive biend wse plan

“Accardimg W the Llaw, a Gled map
enjys privfection from an uproning
lr a0 three-year period,” said own
plannmg director Bick Hanlew in oo
2003 interview, citing Mew York State
leveay Livw seetion 2650, "1 that map
i= not wvested, iF improvements have

nod been made, it loses its grandfa-
thered status after three years.”

Bul Peter Danowski, the attorney
for the applicant, claims this muls
doesn™t apply if the lots are under dif-
forent owncership, as the River Club
[ots arc. He sayvs that regardless of the
woning, the property owner is entitled
o one home per lot.

The Town Board on Monday ap-
pointed Brenda Prusinowski 1o 6l
one of the two ZBA va-
cangies created by the re-
cent resignation of Z13A

tires six bearings on o tedsl of 14
|'|:7|||_"-¢|:-L willuin Ih-:,: .ﬁ:'-l S 'I{| YT f]uh
property, The parcels all have rood
frontages on Riverside Devee and are
alomg both the north and south side
ol 1he road,

Aospecial permit application for a
222aunit condominivm project with
40 boat shps was submitted for the
property in 20000 and it met with
community opposition. Meighbors at

the time also called for
the town to acguire the

members  Bruce  Stuke ‘If that map EE{MIH " BRRkECHS
and Joseph Fox, is not vested [n June 2003 the Town

T elppuin?mn:nt oow 1t lOsES Board annownced plans
dintena pioct (NOGIRGEN © [ e o
canse  AEA chairman fathered the current owners of
Martin Keller i= expecied  gtatus after the property, who were

fe mizs Thal meeting and
the Board would not be
able o hold a meeting
with fewer than  three
members present.

Me Prusinowski  has
Been a deputy commissioner of plan
ning, covironment and development
in Brookhaven Town since 19959 amd
was a planmer o Riverhead Town
from 19859 10 1998, The Town Board
Is wel to decide on o person (o 6l
the ffth 2 B =eal,

The meetng tonight, Jan, 27, fea-

three years.
—Rick Hanbay

then in contract o huy
the land themselves, But
the purchase alsa met
wilh opposition, as cril-
i chorged thist the price
wizE much higher than the
counly’s reported apprased value of
the property, which was 32,5 million.

The sulfolk County district attor-
ney  subscguently  subpocnacd the
town's Biver Club files, but the A
never ook any action aflerward.

The current property owners ook
tile 1o the 55 peres for ahout 5245

millicn in December 20603 Tile 1o
the parcels, as it had been in the past,
15 held in the names of several differ
ant entities and groups of individoals
This strategy is called “checker board-
img” and is designed 1o prevent single
and scparate parcels from meeging
by operation of law afier an upzon
ing, which cfectively voids a previous
subdivision granted under old zoning
laws

Thus the application before the
ZBA s actually six applications, since
cach of the parcels are held under
separale ownershipe The six appli-
s, all lmited  liability corpora-
tiens, are named Peconic Property
1. Pecomic Holdings 1, River Rosoert,
WaterTront Property, BE Peconic and
River Propeny Holdings.

The .:!:l[‘!l||L.|I||||:|h ask the ZBA “1a
Feview The decision of the chiel build-
ing inspector denying  issuance o
buildimg permits upon the grounds
that the approved subdivision known
as Map of Rivervicw Eslates was nol
perfected in accordance with town
lww and therefore is not a legally ree-
aenided subdivision”

Failing recognition of the sulwdivi
w0, e ..""l'i.-".. .|'| (rhicsioas seeks var-
ances o allow the hovses, Mre, [
awvaki sand,



